	

	Lesson
	Level
	Text
	Purpose of Lesson
	Specifics of Each Book

	Sarf
	Beginner
	Amthila 
(memorized)
	The purpose of ‘Sarf’ is to understand word morphology and derivation along with the various specific nuanced meanings understood of stems and their derivatives.
	Introductory to basic verb and nominal patters of singulars and plurals along with masculine and feminine patterns.

	
	Intermediate
	Maksud
(Memorized)
	
	Details of all verb patterns along with their distinctive grammatical nuances.

	
	Advanced
	I’zzi
	
	Details of verb patterns and nominal patterns for both  genders and all singular, dual and plurals.

	Nahw
	Beginner
	Awamil
(memorized)
	Nahw or Syntax is the discipline of understanding the ‘irāb’ or suffixing of words to understand their grammatical function in order to have beneficial and meaning statements.
	General introduction to all categories of ‘irāb’ for verbs and nominals

	
	Intermediate
	Izhār
	
	Basic details of the categories covered in ‘Awamil’

	
	Advanced
	Kāfiyye, Alfiye ibn Mālik
Ibn Hisham ‘Sharh qadr ‘l 

Nida’
	
	Complete coverage grammar and syntax
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Arabic Language
The Arabic language curriculum as shown in Table 1 will allow the student to attain a command of the Arabic language to a high intermediate level in three areas: morphology, syntax and rhetoric.

Table 1
Aquida
The texts covered in Table 2 will allow the student to be well versed in the fundamental points of theology: nature of God and prophethood.  The texts read are primary ones that have been universally accepted as defining of Sunni creed.
	

	Lesson
	level
	Text
	Purpose of Lesson
	Specifics of Each Book

	Aquida
	Beginner
	Bad’l Amali

(memorized)

Tahāwī
	Beliefs are the most important knowledge a person is to have. These texts are primers in Sunni creed.


	Amali: A nazm/poem on introductory Sunni beliefs, along with commentary.
Tahāwī: A proto-Mātūridī epistle on Sunni beliefs, universally accepted.


	
	Intermediate


	Al-Bidyat fī  Usūl l’Dūn

	
	A primer in Mātūridī creedal methodology covering all necessary aspects of Sunni creed. The text is very well articulated and clear in its positions and proofs.



Table 2

Jurisprudence
Jurisprudence will be a series of readings, see Table 3.  The beginner level will only cover ritual purity and the four primary areas of worship: ritual prayer, ritual fasting, ritual pilgrimage and ritual tithing (zakāt).  The intermediate and advanced levels will introduce and expand on property/wealth transactions (buying/selling), marriage, and divorce.  The advanced level will be a detail covering of all areas of fiqh. 
Table 3
	

	Lesson
	Level
	Text
	Purpose of Lesson
	Specifics of Each Book

	Fiqh


	Beginner
	Marāqī l’Falāh
	These lessons will cover the basics of worship: purification, ritual prayer, fasting, zakat and pilgrimage. 

This lesson will advance into transactions and marriage/divorce issues.

This lesson will be coverage of all areas of fiqh from purity, worship, transactions, property, marriage, divorce, etc.

	An introductory/primer to Hanafi fiqh: Only issues of purity and worship will be covered.

	
	Intermediate


	Multaqa \ Kitāb l’Ikhtiyār


	
	An intermediary text of Hanafi fiqh. Vol. 1 on worship. Vol. 2 Transactions, Marriage and Divorce.


	
	Advanced
	Fath Bāb l’I’nāya


	
	A more advanced text on Hanafi fiqh: Rituals of worship, transactions. 


	
	


Adāb

Adab, or etiquette, is instruction on proper intentions and decorum in seeking sacred knowledge in regards to God Most High, sacred texts, instructors and fellow students. 
Table 4

	

	Adāb

	Level
	Text
	Purpose of Lesson
	Specifics of Each Book

	
	Beginner
I

	Ta’līm l’Mutallim
	To offer instruction in proper decorum in regards to seeking sacred knowledge and the sources of knowledge with emphasis on teacher/student relations, student/student relations and student/lesson relations.

	Instruction in the purpose, significance and means to maximize one’s path of seeking sacred knowledge.

	
	Intermediate
II

	Tarik Muhamadiyya

(selections only)


	
	A classic Ottoman text by Imam Birgawi on character trait development with emphasis on negative character traits their types and means to control and temper them.

	
	Advanced
	Tanbih l’Mughtarīn
	
	This text by Imam Sha’ranī will have selected readings on the character of the early Muslims (salaf).  


Logic
Logic is a necessary yet neglected discipline.  It allows students to develop structured thought processes and to be able to detect flaws in arguments and inconsistencies in reasoning.  This discipline is important in areas of Quranic exegesis, rhetoric and legal theory.  
Table 5

	

	Logic

	Level
	Text
	Purpose of Lesson
	Specifics of Each Book

	
	Beginner
	Isagocī
	
	To allow a student to develop sound reasoning and thought processes. Allows for the student to organize his thoughts and articulate them in a logical manner as well as to equip one to detect deceptive and inconsistent reasoning.  Particularly important in understanding rhetoric and will be necessary when reading exegesis and legal tracts.

	An introductory text that has been a primer standard in the field of logic.

	
	Intermediate

	Mi‘yar al-‘Ilm fi fan al-mantiq

	
	
	A more advanced text by Imam Ghazali in the field of logic.


	
	Advanced
	TBA
	
	
	


Rhetoric
Balagha and the disciplines of ma’ānī, bayyān and badī’ are necessary for the student to have a command of the styles of language and expression found in both  the Quran and prophetic literature as well as poetry, pre- and early Islamic, which are necessary to know in understanding the language and meaning of the Quran.
Table 6

	

	Rhetoric
	Level
	Text
	Purpose of Lesson
	Specifics of Each Book

	
	I
	Bughya l’ Idhah
(a) M’anī
	The purpose of this set of readings is to develop an understanding of style, syntax and rhetoric of the Arabic language along with understanding the eloquence and subtle beauty of the language particularly in having greater appreciation and understanding of the Quran and its styles of expression.
	The science by which one figures the syntax through the meaning of a sentence

	
	II
	     (b) Bayyān
	
	The science by which one learns the similes, metaphors, metonymies, zuhūr(evident meanings) and khafa (hidden meanings) of the Arabic language


	
	III
	(c) Badī’
	
	The science by which one learns to interpret sentences which reveal the beauty and eloquence of the spoken and written word.


Exegesis/Tafsīr

Table 7

	

	
	Level
	Text
	Purpose of Lesson
	Specifics of Each Book

	Tafsīr

Exegesis
	Beginner
	 Imam Suyutī: 
 Tafsīr Jalalayn
	To introduced the student to classical Ahl Sunna exegetical works.  These readings will reinforce the Arabic language; expose the student to the techniques of exegesis applied by scholars.
	A classical exegetical work often used as an introductory work in the field.  

	
	Intermediate
	Imam Abd Allah ibn Ahmad al-Nasafī: 
 Tafsīr l’Nasafī
	
	A famous work by an author more known for his theological works. This text plays great emphasis on Arabic linguistics and grammar.

	
	Advanced
	Imam Ibn A’dal al-Dimashqī:
Al-Lubāb fī U’lūm l’Kitāb
	
	Great emphasis is placed in this work in citing Imam Fakhr l’Dīn al-Razī, but many and varied understandings of each verse are  put forward, a very encyclopedic text.


Classes to be incorporated:

Usul Fiqh

Sīrah

History

Contemporary Issues:

1. Islam and Evolution

2. Islam and Comparative Religion
3. Apologetics of Ahl Sunna
4. Islam in the American Context

